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SUBJ: EAST BERLIN MAYOR KRACK REFUSES COMMUNAL CONTACTS WITH WEST 
BERLIN; CONFIRMS 9TH BEZIRK TO BE WITHIN EXISTING CITY BOUNDARIES 

1. IN EAST BERLIN PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 28 FOR FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS ACCREDITED TO GDR, WHICH WAS REPORTED IN 
WEST GERMAN NEWSPAPERS, EAST BERLIN GOVERNING MAYOR 
(OBERBUERGERMEISTER) ERHARD KRACK STATED HE WOULD REFUSE 
ANY CONTACTS WITH WEST BERLIN ON CITY-TO-CITY LEVEL. 

RELATIONS WITH WEST BERLIN, HE ADDED, LAY WITHIN COMPE- 
TENCE OF GDR GOVERNMENT. KRACK, A MEMBER OF GDR COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
AS WELL AS CANDIDATE MEMBER OF SED CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

ALSO SAID THAT EAST BERLIN CITY ADMINISTRATION DOES 
NOT TAKE WEST BERLIN INTO ACCOUNT IN STREET PLANNING, 

CONTRARY TO WHAT WEST GERMAN DEUTSCHE PRESSE 
AGENTUR (DPA) NEWS AGENCY REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN TOLD 
BY EAST BERLIN SOURCES SOME TWO YEARS AGO, THAT 
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EAST BERLIN CITY PLANNING WOULD ASSURE THAT BERLIN 

TRAEFIC NET EOR ALL BERLIN WOULD BE KEPT AND 

CONNECTING POINTS WITH WEST BERLIN STREETS NOT BE OBSTRUCTED. 

2. IN CONFIRMING THAT PROPOSED EAST BERLIN NINTH 
BEZIRK WOULD LIE WHOLLY WITHIN PRESENT CITY 
BOUNDARIES, KRACK EMPHASIZED SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF 
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GDR TO DECIDE SUCH MATTERS ON ITS OWN. ON OTHER 
HAND, HE WAS QUOTED IN TAGESSPIEGEL AS REMARKING THAT 
AN EXTENSION OF EAST BERLIN CITY BOUNDARIES BECAUSE 
OF NEW AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT WOULD "AFFECT THE 
SPECIAL STATUS OF ALL BERLIN (GANZ BERLIN) '. 

3. COMMENT: KRACK'S REJECTION OF EAST BERLIN- WEST 
BERLIN CONTACTS AND COMPATIBLE CITY PLANNING IS IN 
LINE WITH GDR POLICY OF INTEGRATING EAST BERLIN 
INTO GDR. HIS STATEMENT THAT 9TH BEZIRK WILL BE 
FORMED WHOLLY WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF EAST BERLIN 
IS FIRST SUCH PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT TO THAT EFFECT THAT 
GDR HAS MADE. A RELIABLE GERMAN SOURCE HAS TOLD 

US THAT THE GDR MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEW DISTRICT 
PROVIDES FOR EXPANSION TO THE EAST INTO BEZIRK 
FRANKFURT/ODER, BUT FOR STATUS REASONS THE 
SOVIETS REJECTED AT LEAST FOR THE MOMENT APPLICA- 
TION OF THE PLAN BEYOND THE CITY'S BORDERS. 

4. WE ARE INCLINED TO INTERPRET HIS REFERENCE TO 
"SPECIAL STATUS OF ALL BERLIN" AS AN ERROR, IF 
TAGESSPIEGEL QUOTATION IS ACCURATE. NO ACCOUNT OF 
HIS PRESS CONFERENCE HAS APPEARED SO FAR IN EAST 
GERMAN PRESS. WE UNDERSTAND FROM WEST BERLIN 
PRESSMEN WHO COVERED FIRST OFFICIAL NEWS CONFERENCE 
GIVEN BY EAST BERLIN MAYOR IN HIS THREE YEARS IN 
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OFFICE, THAT KRACK APPEARED TO BE EXTREMELY NERVOUS 
AND UNSURE OF HIMSELF, ESPECIALLY WHEN HE WAS 
CALLED UPON TO FIELD BERLIN STATUS QUESTIONS. TO THE EXTENT 
POSSIBLE HE SIDE-STEPPED ALL SUCH QUESTIONS. 

5. IT WAS MERELY A COINCIDENCE THAT KRACK'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE TOOK PLACE ONLY HOURS BEFORE ONE HELD 

BY HIS COUNTERPART HERR STOBBE (USBER 1758). WE CONFIRMED THAT 
KRACK'S MEETING WAS SCHEDULED WELL IN ADVANCE, AND 
THEREFORE, WAS NOT AN ATTEMPT AS SOME OBSERVERS 
INITIALLY CONCLUDED, ON THE PART OF THE GDR TO 
UPSTAGE STOBBE. THE OBVIOUS LACK OF EXPERIENCE AND 
FINESSE DISPLAYED BY KRACK IN DEALING WITH THE 
FOREIGN PRESS (IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE POLISHED 
PERFORMANCE OF STOBBE) LED SOME JOURNALISTS TO COMMENT THAT 
THIS MEETING NOT ONLY WAS HIS FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE PRESS, 
BUT MAY HAVE BEEN HIS LAST AS WELL.GEORGE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MAYOR, POLICIES, BOUNDARIES, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USBERL01764 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770236-0731 

Format: TEL 
From: USBERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770796/aaaadflc.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 6be1f071-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1978307 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EAST BERLIN MAYOR KRACK REFUSES COMMUNAL CONTACTS WITH WEST BERLIN; CONFIRMS 9TH BEZIRK TO BE WITHIN 

EXISTING CITY BOUNDARIES 

TAGS: PGOV, WB, GC, (KRACK, ERHARD) 

To: BONN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6be1f071-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



